
 

 

Graduate Intern Application 
 

(DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATION IS APRIL 1, 2019) 
 

I. PERSONAL INFORMATION      Date Submitted___________ 
 

       
Name Birthdate 

            ______ 
Address 

            ______ 
City/State/Zip 

            ______ 
Mobile Phone      E-Mail 

II. QUESTIONS 
• When did you graduate and from what college/university? 

              

• What was your major?  _________________ __   _________________ _____ 

• Briefly describe your academic interests:   _________     _____ _ 

• What are your vocational goals at this point in discerning your future? ____        

            ______ 

• What special interests or hobbies do you enjoy?   _______________________________________ 

             ______ 

• What experiences of community, if any, have you had in the past? (For previous VH residents, please 
comment specifically on your current experience and what you have learned or how you have 
changed and your decision to pursue continued living in the Vista House community.) 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• What are the two or three major aspects of the intentional community or your experiences of the 
Vista House that are drawing you to explore the opportunity to live in the Vista House Community?               

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• Vista House residents are expected to participate in weekday communal prayer, facilitate and attend 
two weekly meals hosted at Vista House, complete weekly household chores, participate in work 
days, host guests, take an active part in other community activities, and communicate community 
needs and developments to the MCF leadership.  Given your impression of the level of commitment 
necessary for a community member, please comment on your ability to fulfill these commitments.  

            ______ 



 

 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• Please provide any other information about yourself, past experiences, or your interests and abilities 
that may affect your involvement as a resident in Vista House community. 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• What particular strengths do you perceive yourself bringing to the community life at Vista House? 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• Have you ever been treated for depression, anxiety, or other mental or emotional difficulties?  Are 
you currently in counseling or under the care of a psychiatrist or a psychologist or taking medication 
for related issues?  If so, please briefly describe how you think living in intentional Christian 
community will relate to those issues in your life. 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• Do you struggle/have you struggled with any type of addiction (substance, pornography, chemical 
substance, etc.)? If so, are you in recovery now, and what help are you currently seeking? Please 
describe how living in intentional Christian community will relate to these issues in your life.  

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

• Have you ever been convicted for anything other than a traffic violation? If so, please explain. 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 

            ______ 



 

 

 
III.  ESSAYS  PLEASE RESPOND ON SEPARATE PAGES AND ATTACH TO THE APPLICATION.  

1. The Vista House community’s founding members created a working “mission” for Vista House 
communities.  The following excerpt from that statement may be particularly instructive to those 
considering living in an intentional Christian community: 

Mere Christianity, we believe, is not just a set of doctrines to be believed but is also the 
unique life of love that Christ modeled… The in-house fellows (residents) are the hands and 
feet of Christ, extending Christian hospitality and inclusiveness to those who make the effort 
to visit the home.  By serving the rest of the community with the preparing and serving of 
meals, the creation of a warm and inviting atmosphere, and the forging of genuine 
relationships with others, the fellows and regular attendees of Mere Christianity Forum will 
as best as possible, model the holistic Christian life.  This holistic life is comprised of 
intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and relational cohesiveness in love, which is the imitation of 
Christ (perfected by Christ Himself).               

- Mission Statement and Vision of Vista House 

Given your review of the application materials, including the above mission statement and the 
policies of the Vista House, carefully craft an essay reflecting your personal values and concerns 
about life in community at Vista House. Include your expectations, challenges, and fears concerning 
living at Vista House. No more than two double-spaced pages, please. 

2. The Vista House Community is an “intentional Christian community.”  In no more than two pages, 
share some of your thoughts about your own journey of faith, your own beliefs concerning Jesus, the 
Trinity, the Church, and your perspective on thoughtful Christian faith.   

(If helpful, feel free to comment on the Nicene Creed, commonly considered the distillation of 
orthodox Christian doctrine, though this is not required. A copy of the Creed is attached to this 
application.) 

 
IV. REFERENCES 

• Personal/Character Reference  (friend, employer, etc.) 

            ______ 
Name       Relationship to you 

            ______ 
Address 

            ______ 
City/State/Zip 

            ______ 
Day Time Phone   Evening Phone  E-Mail 

 
• Religious/Academic Reference  (professor, high school teacher, minister, etc.) 

            ______ 
Name       Relationship to you 

            ______ 
Address 

            ______ 
City/State/Zip 

            ______ 
Day Time Phone   Evening Phone  E-Mail 



 

 

 
V. QUESTIONS 

Please feel free to contact us at 864.834.2228 for any questions about this application.  You are also 
invited to contact our staff at the e-mail addresses below: 

Rev. Rimes McElveen (MCF Executive Director) – rimes@faithreasontomfoolery.org 
Heather Wynn (MCF Operations Coordinator) – heather@faithreasontomfoolery.org 

 
IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT WITHIN 24 HOURS, PLEASE CONTACT 

HEATHER AT 864-834-2228. 
 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATION IS 11:59PM ON APRIL 1, 2019.



 

 

Vista House 
Policies 

I. Guests 

• Residents hosting guests should be sure to introduce them to the rest of the community. This means: 
alerting the rest of the community in advance of an overnight guest, introducing the guest to each 
community member, and letting your guest know about Vista House, and its purpose. Residents and 
their guests should also be sensitive to such issues as noise, exclusivity, and possible roommates’ 
concerns.  

II. Substances 

• Residents must recognize the possible effects of the consumption of alcohol upon the community 
and Vista House. Therefore, consumption of alcohol is limited to those residents and guests above 
the legal drinking age, and should be limited to meals and other SMALL group gatherings. Prior 
approval by the MCF, Inc., Board must be obtained for alcohol consumed during larger gatherings or 
parties. Intoxication and sharing alcohol with underage persons are unacceptable.  

• The smoking of tobacco is restricted to the outdoors. Consumption of ALL illegal substances on the 
Vista House premises is strictly prohibited, including underage consumption of alcohol.  

II. Relationships 

• Romantic relations, or actions that could be interpreted as romantic/sexual, between community 
members is prohibited while living in community with one another.  

• When outside romantic relationships are brought into the Vista House these interactions should be 
conducted with the utmost respect for Vista House, MCF, and the fellow community members. For 
instance, this means significant others should stay (alone) in the guest room. Likewise it is the 
expectation of MCF that Vista House residents will conduct themselves according to similar practices 
outside of Vista House as emissaries of the community.  

III. Community Responsibilities 

• Residents will participate in weekday communal prayer. 

• Residents will share weekly chores needed for Vista House, consisting of about 2-4 hours a week.  

• Residents will participate in fall and spring clean-up days, on designated Saturdays, all day until 5pm.  

• Set up and attend the two weekly dinners at Vista House (one weekly $4 Dinner and one “An 
Evening With…” dinner). 

• Participate in community meetings twice a month to discuss matters of business/common concern. 

• Communicate community needs and developments to the MCF Student and Executive boards. 

• Residents will conduct themselves according to the habits and practices traditionally associated with 
Christian virtues. 

• Residents will be fully present for the Vista House orientation at the beginning of the fall and spring 
semesters.  

IV.  Miscellaneous 

• Pets are not allowed. 

• The community is not authorized to alter these or other Vista House policies without the approval of 
the MCF, Inc., Executive Board. 



 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, light from light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 


